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A husband's duty is to provide shelter, food and clothing
to his wife appropriate to their circumstances and within his
means. A man who has grown poor cannot provide for his wife
the luxuries which he could when he was better off. A husband
who lives in ignorance may lead, and help his wife to lead, a life
of pleasure with dancing and drinking and foreign things to
wear. Likewise, on awakening he will reform his life and also
want the wife to reform hers. One needs to exercise discretion
in this matter. The accepted idea in society is that the wife should
follow the husband. But a husband has certainly no right to com-
pel his wife or a father his children in matters like this. Anyone
who, having himself adopted khadi, forces his wife and adult sons
and daughters to do the same commits a sin. The person is not
bound, however, to buy foreign cloth for them to wear. Grown-
up sons, if they are not happy with the situation, may separate
from the father. The wife's position is difficult. It is not so
easy for her to leave the husband. She is generally incapable of
supporting herself. I can, therefore, conceive situations in which,
if the wife is not ready to follow the husband, it may be the lat-
ter's duty to buy foreign cloth for her. Giving up the use of foreign
cloth is like changing one's religion. There is, and can be, no
rule that every time the husband changes religion the wife too
should change hers. The husband should let his wife follow her
own religion or way of life, and vice versa. In such a case, there-
fore, the husband will agree to buy foreign cloth for his wife
not because he has submitted to her threat, but because he knows
it would be wrong to compel her to do anything against her own
wishes. Suppose that the wife not only wants foreign cloth for
herself, but also wants the husband to wear it and threatens to
kill herself if he does not agree. The husband must not submit to
such a threat.

The third instance is as follows:1

I have not the slightest doubt in my mind that the son should
not respect the practice of untouchability even if his conduct
causes the utmost suffering to his father. The caution I gave
when discussing the first case is relevant here too. This hard-
hearted advice is not meant for one who has come to believe that
the practice of untouchability is a sin because he has read it so
described in my articles. It is meant only for those who are them-
selves convinced of its being a sin. The point is that so long as

1 The extract is not translated here. It mentioned a father who had
titreatened to put an end to his life if his son mixed with Antyajas.